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If you had a choice, who would you like 
to be? 

1. A Sith Lord?
A Jedi Master2.
A Prince or Princess?3.
Or a Wookie? 4.
Thank God none of the above! 5.



The Ultimate Sci-Fi / Fantasy franchise? 

Star Wars1.
Star Trek2.
Matrix3.
Lord of the Rings4.
Downton Abbey  5.



Do you believe that Human Nature has
both a dark side and a light side? 

Yes1.
2. No

Undecided3.
Of course, you haven4. ’t met my mother-in-law
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About Me

Senior Manager in San Francisco at Frank, • Rimerman. 
Leader of the Fraud & Forensics Practice
Approximately • 20 years in the governance, risk, and 
compliance industry both as a consultant and industry roles
Taken on leadership roles in the • ACFE to help develop the 
profession. President of the San Francisco Chapter of the 
ACFE, Chair of the Higher Education Committee and 
Columnist for Fraud Magazine



Big Frauds Column:

Wells Fargo•
Volkswagen•
Toshiba•
Theranos•
ABB Korea•
Pharma Bro•
Uber (• 2)
BT Italy•
Fyre Festival•
US Navy•
Nirav Modi•
Maria Duval•



About Me

As co• -founder of the Seduction of Fraud, Sanya is an expert 
on human nature and behavior. 
She holds a bachelor• ’s degree in marketing & psychology 
from Webster University, Vienna, Austria and is a Certified 
Spiritual Mentor through Atlantic University, Virginia.



Today’s Learning Objectives
What is The Seduction of Fraud? 
How does this tie into the past, present and future? 

How can we use this knowledge to help us better 
understand human nature? 
What is the price of integrity? 



Today’s Agenda
What is the draw to the Dark Side? 
What can we learn from the Star Wars that can help 
us better understand human nature?
How does this compare with contemporary fraudsters 
such as Jo Low (1MBD Fraud), Elizabeth Holmes 
(Theranos) or historically Giacomo Casanova
Evaluate Anakin Skywalker and others using   
The Seduction of Fraud Diamond 
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The Origins of SoF

They either turn you (seduce you) to do evil (The Dark Side) 
or kill you. – Overarching theme of Star Wars

“Then omnipotence itself must be 
vanquished before they can be destroyed 
either through The Seduction of Fraud or 
the assaults of violence.” – Lord Hervey 
1660’s

They



Definition of Seduction

“ to persuade somebody to do something that they would 
not usually agree to do by making it seem very attractive”

se·duc·tion
/səˈdəkSH(ə)n/
noun

the action of seducing someone.1.
"if seduction doesn't work, she can play 2.

on his sympathy"
a tempting or attractive thing.3.
"the seductions of the mainland"4.



Definition of Deception
deception
noun

de· cep· tion | \di-ˈsep-shən \
Definition of deception
1a: the act of causing someone to accept as true or valid what is 
false or invalid : the act of deceiving resorting to falsehood 
and deception used deception to leak the classified information
b: the fact or condition of being deceived the deception of his 
audience
2: something that deceives : TRICK fooled by a scam artist's 
clever deception

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/noun
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/deceive
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/trick


Definition of Manipulation
Definition of manipulate
transitive verb
1: to treat or operate with or as if with the hands or by mechanical means 
especially in a skillful manner manipulate a pencil manipulate a machine
2a: to manage or utilize skillfully quantify our data and manipulate it 
statistically— S. L. Payne
b: to control or play upon by artful, unfair, or insidious means especially to 
one's own advantage being used and manipulated by the knowing men around 
him— New Republic
3: to change by artful or unfair means so as to serve one's purpose : DOCTOR
suspected that the police reports were manipulated— Evelyn G. Cruickshanks

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/transitive
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/artful
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/insidious
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/doctor


Definition of Fraud
Definition of fraud
1a: DECEIT, TRICKERY specifically : intentional perversion of truth in 
order to induce another to part with something of value or to 
surrender a legal right was accused of credit card fraud
b: an act of deceiving or misrepresenting : TRICK automobile 
insurance frauds
2a: a person who is not what he or she pretends to be : IMPOSTOR He 
claimed to be a licensed psychologist, but he turned out to be a fraud. 
also : one who defrauds : CHEAT
b: one that is not what it seems or is represented to be The UFO 
picture was proved to be a fraud.

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/deceit
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/trickery
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/trick
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/impostor
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/cheat


Opportunity
(existing or created)

Temptation
(with or without 

Pressure)

Entitlement
(no justification or 

rationalization 
needed)

Boldness
This is the ability of the perpetrator to act in a manner that would be considerably more 

courageous and/or considerably more confident than an average person.  

The Seduction of Fraud™ Diamond 



How many of you are familiar with 
Narcissism? 

With Narcissistic Personality Disorder?



Narcissistic Personality Disorder 



Narcissistic Personality Disorder 

Symptoms include: 

Excessive need for admiration•
Disregard for others feelings •
Inability to handle any criticism (hypersensitivity) •
A sense of entitlement •
Exploits others without guilt or shame•
Frequently demeans, intimidates and bullies others •



What is the purpose of Seduction? 

Power Control



Carl Gustav Jung 1875-1961

When it [shadow] appears as an archetype…it is quite 
within the possibility for a man to recognize the 
relative evil of his nature, but it is a rare and shattering 
experience for him to gaze into the face of absolute 
evil.



The word hypocrite ultimately came into English from the Greek word hypokrites, 
which means “an actor” or “a stage player.” The Greek word itself is a compound 
noun: it’s made up of two Greek words that literally translate as “an interpreter 
from underneath.” That bizarre compound makes more sense when you know 
that the actors in ancient Greek theater wore large masks to mark which character 
they were playing, and so they interpreted the story from underneath their masks.

A theatrical mask from the 1st century B.C.E. 'Hypocrite' 
comes from the Greek word 'hypokrites', which means "an 
actor."



What is a God Complex? 
Malice 1993 



Anakin Skywalker – The Psychoanalysis



Anakin Skywalker – The Psychoanalysis

According to the authors, who reported their findings at the 
American Psychiatric Association's annual meeting in San 
Diego, Skywalker meets the criteria for the condition: He has 
difficulty controlling anger, stress-related breaks with reality 
(after women in his life die or leave), impulsivity (dangerous 
pod racing), obsession with abandonment (those women 
again) and a "pattern of unstable and intense interpersonal 
relationships characterized by alternating between extremes of 
ideation and devaluation" (hello, Obi-Wan).

http://www.nimh.nih.gov/publicat/bpd.cfm


Star Wars #1 – The Frustration



Star Wars #2 – Something’s Happening



Star Wars #3 – Creating doubt and 
temptation



Star Wars #4 – Setting the Trap



Star Wars #5 – The Turn to the Dark Side 



Opportunity
(existing or created)

Temptation
(with or without 

Pressure)

Entitlement
(no justification or 

rationalization 
needed)

Boldness
This is the ability of the perpetrator to act in a manner that would be considerably more 

courageous and/or considerably more confident than an average person.  

The Seduction of Fraud™ Diamond 



What would you do if 
you knew you could not 
fail? 



Elizabeth Holmes – Theranos
Fraud Magazine May 2017



We want to idolize people / role models

What happens when they fail?
How do we identify with the story? 
How does this lead us to being deceived? 





What is a “gamblers mentality”? 

Is it a part of Silicon Valley culture? 



Trailer to Theranos HBO



Elizabeth Holmes – Theranos
Fraud Magazine May 2017



Theranos and Elizabeth Holmes – Ruling the Galaxy from Palo Alto?



What words do you think were most
often used to describe Elizabeth Holmes
prior to the scandal breaking? 



What words do you think were most
often used to describe Elizabeth Holmes
after the scandal broke? 



Do you feel sorry for Elizabeth Holmes? 



Do you think Holmes should go 
to jail? If so, what should be her 
sentence? 



Opportunity
(existing or created)

Temptation
(with or without 

Pressure)

Entitlement
(no justification or 

rationalization 
needed)

Boldness
This is the ability of the perpetrator to act in a manner that would be considerably more 

courageous and/or considerably more confident than an average person.  

The Seduction of Fraud™ Diamond 



Jho Low – 1MBD Playboy



Casanova’s Personality Traits
Ability to improvise•
Flexibility•
Innovative•
Risk taker•
Charmer•
Boldness•
Witty•
Six sense to read people•
Persistence•
Reinventing Himself •

Business savvy•
Adaptability•
Manipulator•
Seducer•
Deception•
Jack of all trade•
Revolutionary•
Untouchable•
Fearlessness•



What is the price of Integrity? 






Under Pressure? Is Fraud 
rationalization being taught to our 
kids?



The High Price of Integrity

This may sound like an oxymoron, but as a “priceless” 
leadership character, integrity comes at a high price. Leadership 
and sales guru Zig Ziglar said 
“The most influential persuasion tool in your arsenal is your 
integrity.” 
Of course, the price is not in money or any material thing. We 
can’t “buy” integrity as such. The price we pay is one of self-
discipline. The word discipline is defined as “training that is 
expected to produce a specific character or pattern of 
behavior.”

© 2018 International Leadership Institute 



Integrity does not come Naturally

There are six disciplines which are required to develop and 
maintain your integrity:

Self1. -Leadership
Commitment (to integrity itself)2.
Vigilance3.
Accountability4.
Vulnerability5.
Focus6.

© 2018 International Leadership Institute



Opportunity
(existing or created)

Temptation
(with or without 

Pressure)

Entitlement
(no justification or 

rationalization 
needed)

Boldness
This is the ability of the perpetrator to act in a manner that would be considerably more 

courageous and/or considerably more confident than an average person.  
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Temptation
Opportunity
Entitlement
Boldness

www.SeductionOfFraud.com

Golden Gate 
University

Summer Term 
2019
ACCTG 396C 

Live Tuesday’s 
5:30-8:10 from 
May 7th to June 
4th via Zoom.us

Open to those 
wishing to 
simply audit the 
class! 



Visit us at www.seductionoffraud.com

Follow us on Instagram @seductionoffraud

Or on LinkedIn just look for The Seduction of Fraud

sanya@seductionoffraud.com

steve@seductionoffraud.com

Contacting the SoF Team:

http://www.seductionoffraud.com/
mailto:sanya@seductionoffraud.com
mailto:steve@seductionoffraud.com
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